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 CURRICULIAM VITAE
POET & AUTHOR
Poetry Soup: Turning life into a stewpot of adventure

Life on Tap: Prayers under pressure
On the rungs of a ladder: steps out of darkness

Storyteller & facilitator

Object box story: finding my lost kid
Signature story: car fires & u-turns

Workshops

“A piece of my mind: telling the truth through poetry”
“from stumbling blocks TO stepping stones”: 
skills observation sessions”

Artist & decorator

A feminine quest for spirituality through 
Gardening, decorating, art therapy & photography
Art cards & more, coming later
EDUCATION 
Began Core classes at Austin Community College, Austin, Texas 
Numerous certificates in technical or adult classes. 
Certificate in Children’s Literature, American Institute of Children’s Lit. 
Some training as copy editor and proof reader for author: J. Keith Miller 
Honor Graduate, 1971, Ml. Baker High, Deming, Washington 

LITERARY AWARDS & PUBLISHING INFORMATION 

Under former last name of Phebe VonAchen: 
Poem: Affirmation Where Dawn Lingers. 1996 
Editor’s Choice Award ISBN-1-57553-065-1 
Poem: Priceless Recollection of Yesterday. 1996 
Editor’s Choice Award ISBN-I -57553-151-8 
Poem: Healing A Lasting Mirage, 1997 ISBN- 157553-403-7 
Audio/poem: Growing Pains Of Moonlight and Wishes, 1997 ISBN-57553-345-6 
Audio/poem: Desert Storm In Dappled Sunlight. 1997 
Audio/poem: Magic The Best Poems of 1997 
Editor’s Choice Award Poets Showcase Edition ISBN-1-57553-400-2 

Under legal & business name of Phebe Ava Spiller: 
Poem: Journey Poetry in Motion. 1997 
Semi-Finalist in “Poetry Guild’s” World’s Best contest ISBN-188 86803 50 
Poem: Beauty for Ashes Illiad Press Summer 2000 Awards Honorable Mention and President’s Award for Literary Excellence, 2001 
Poem: Remembrance The Best Poems of 1998 ISBN- 1-57553-688-9 
Poem: Earthen Vessel The Long and Winding Road, ISBN-1-57553-407 (also called: Wonderful Pot)
Chapbook/manuscript: Moonbeams: A Peek at Feminine Energies 
Honorable Mention 2001 “Cader” Poet of the Year Chapbook contest 
Inducted into International Poetry Hal] of Fame, 1996-2006, with complimentary web page including the poems: Moonbeams and Battle Cry, now Light Song. 

Books Published: 
On the Run of a Ladder, Steps out of Darkness. 2003 ISBN-I -881 825-44-2 
Poetry Soup: Turning Life into a Stewpot of Adventure. 2003 TSBN-l-881825-45-0 
Life on Tap: Prayers Under Pressure, 2003 ISBN- 481825-39-6 

MARKETING and ART SKILLS 
· Owned and operated home-based business: Phebe Original Enterprises for over fifteen years in three different states, designed, created and marketed arts and crafts.
· With an artistic eye and proven ability to visualize and conceptualize ideas, salvaged and recycled many old farm and household items into works of art still being cherished in homes across America. 
· Tapped into resourceful and creative ideas by using old family photographs from clients, preserved family history and memories through precision in composition and attention to detail: by painting on old saw blades and other pieces of farm memorabilia.

· Planned and conducted forays for supplies and in taking photographs, in many states, to produce items for art show. 

· Contracted for art show to promote, display and generate sales, tracked and recorded expenses applied basic bookkeeping skills and filed proper tax forms and permits. 
· Took over five years of private painting lessons from Virginia Landon, in Klamath Falls, Oregon, and learned basics of setting up an art show
· Designed and taught basic tole painting class for adults: “Art for Starts.”
· Won numerous ribbons for art and juried photo shows and participant in:
Christmas Fair, 1983, Klamath Falls, Oregon, Business and Professional Women Arts and Crafts Fair, 1984. 
Guest Artist for Ruse’ gallery, November 1983. 
Donating Artist to Sagebrush Rendezvous: 1982, 1984 
Gallery Artist at Merel West Center, Show and Display, with fellow artist: Ellen Stancliff in “Homespun Charm.” 
Work displayed at Favell Museum, Klamath Falls, Oregon and marketed through Tower Drug and Midland Market, Midland, Oregon 
Lobby Show, Manhattan Bank, Manhattan, Montana, 1985 
Blue Ribbon Winner for art: County Fair, Bozeman, Montana 1987 
Blue and Red ribbons for art and photography: L3lackfoot State Fair, Blackfoot, Idaho, 1988, 1989, 1990 
Mountain Mama Show: Stanley, Idaho, 1989 
Country Club Mall Show: Idaho Falls, Idaho, 1989 and 1990 
Art Booths 
Country from the Heart, Idaho Falls, 1991-1992 and The Hobby Horse, Idaho Falls, Idaho, 1993-1994, Navajo Spirit Gallery, Idaho Falls, 1995-1996, Austin Art Co. 2006-07
 Custom Orders/Consultant: 
· Painted orders for many local and out of state clients, specialized in saw blades, milk cans, pots and pans, plus learned floral design to complement old boxes and various household items.
· Used my professional baking and cooking skills to assist in planning several weddings, with cakes and other food prep besides floral design and arrangements.
· Helped with numerous church functions, for floral décor and menu items.
· Was interior decorating consultant for clients in Oregon, Idaho, Texas and Florida, learning to transfer skills from one venue to another. 
· Through art therapy sessions, learned how to use a variety of materials to tell stories through art and to pave the way for a collaboration called Curriculum Kits, with an Art Therapist, lesson plans from a Teacher and my stories, designed
· In addition, using transferable skills and some prior inventory from Phebe Originals along with current inventory of vintage items, am setting up an eBay mercantile called ‘Armadillo Holler”  to be set up with a link from my web-page to provide an additional source of income for spiller productions, along with poetry and books; “Art Cards” using my photos, art and poetry; a line of recovery or inspirational cards called “Punch Cards”; a line of wallet cards and posters called: “Light Songs”; an online e-column called: “Branches Over the Wall” with articles and “True Life Stories”, “Spin Cycles for Mental Wellness”, and a blog site: “Morning Portion: Java Sips for the Soul” to showcase a poem a day and encourage awareness about how words can bring heart, hope and healing to the human spirit. (Over course of 5 year business plan)

STORIES, TALKS, and CONTEMPLATIVE SERVICES 
• Signature Story: “Car Fires & U-Turns” for keynotes and inspirational moments. 
• Object Box Story: “Finding My Lost Kid: for workshops and healing sessions. 
“In My Own Backyard” a motivational story, art project and language arts lesson to empower    Fourth Grade Students for their TAS tests. The talk was delivered at Parkland Elementary School, Broward County, FL, 2006. (All of these students passed on the first try except one, who did pass that summer upon re-taking this exam.)
· “Not! on My Bridge: Tips to Stop Intimidation and Bullies” (another Curriculam Kit, under construction)
Temple and Chapel Talks: 
“Blackberry Faith” 12/05/99 Holy Cross Lutheran, Austin TX; using poem: Limping Leaps inspired from Hinds Feet on High Places, by Hannah Hunnard.
“Picture of Faith” 01/08/02 Grace United Methodist, Austin TX ; using a light song: “l am a Wanted Child, God’s child.” 
“What are We Sighing About?” talked delivered on 07/31/02 Chapel at Lutheran Social Services of the South Austin TX; using a light song: “World Peace begins every time I dispel fear from my own mind.” 
“Free or What?” talked delivered 08/28/02 Chapel at Lutheran Social Services of the South Austin TX 
“We are at We War?” 09/25/02 Chapel at LSSS, Austin TX; using a light song: “Radical Trust can be Spiritual Currency” 
“Aftermath” delivered on 10/08/02 as part of a 4 day Talk, Holy Lutheran Cross. Austin TX; using a light song: “A Faith Walk is not a Fun Run.” 
“New Beginnings” delivered on 10/27/02 at Holy Cross Lutheran, Austin TX 
“From the Whale to the Worm” delivered on 11/20/02 at Chapel at Lutheran Services of the South, Austin TX; using a light song: “The world was made in color, not black and white.” 
“The Apple Doesn’t Fall far from the Tree” presented on 12/04/02 Chapel, Lutheran Services of the South, Austin TX; see poem: How do you Like them Apples in Life on Tap” Prayers Under Pressure, p. 57 
“Moral Arrogance” delivered on 01/29/03 Chapel at LSSS, Austin T; using a light song: “God/Spirit takes more stock in our efforts than in our accomplishments.” Author unknown. 
“Shaken” delivered on 02/26/03 Chapel at LSSS, Austin TX; re: events like 911, Challenger and Columbia accidents and a light song: “Only God can put girders of steel into men of clay.” 
“Expect a Miracle” delivered on 04/02/03 at Holy Cross Lutheran, Austin TX; using a light song: “I have seen flowers grow in stony places. Kindness done by men with ugly faces and the worst horse win at the races, so I trust, too.” Pen Unknown. 
“Birthing Process” delivered on 04/09/03 at Chapel at Lutheran School of the South, Austin TX; written the morning of 03/20/03, before learning that night about the attack on Iraq, using a light song: “The best spiritual diet of exercise just might be: if you worry, why pray, if you pray, why worry?” Author unknown 
 “What do I magnify?” presented on 01/02/05 at Holy Cross Lutheran, Austin TX; partially inspired by William Sloan Coffin and his assertion that: “To Fear Not is a very strong, political stance.” 
“Fear Not: One Lit Candle” temple talk given 01/01/06 at Holy Cross Lutheran, Austin, TX;

Contemplative Services:
Compiled, co-created and trained with Page-Maker for weekly service bulletins: Advent, 2006, -Lent 07, Weekly Feb. 2007 till Holy Week 2007, monthly through July 07
Researched, wrote and organized a Christian Seder for almost one hundred people, achieving co-operation from members to help cook, serve and clean plus receive matching funds from a financial company who helped host the event.
FACILITATION AND WORKSHOPS
 • 1994-2003 Wrote and facilitated enrichment groups for and within the Life Training/More to Life communities of Idaho Falls, Idaho and Austin. Texas. 
• Wrote “Untie the Apron Strings: Letting Go of the Past” using Making Peace with Your Parents, by Harold Boomfield. M.D. Your Child’s Self Esteem, by Dorothy Briggs and The Language of Feelings by David Viscott, M.D. with trial run at Holy Cross Lutheran. 
• 01/09/04 Wrote and facilitated: “A Piece of My Mind: Telling the Truth through Poetry” at the Women’s Unit of Lockhart Prison, Lockhart TX 
• Wrote a two-hour and/or six week Workshop and was scheduled for the two-hour session at the same unit in Lockhart: “Stumbling Blocks to Stepping Stones: Skills Observation Sessions” or S.O.S. for empowerment and resume writing.

• Also: drafts for “Survivor’s Toolkit: Tips & Tools for Lasting Change” “Adversity Outlook: Thrive, not just Survive” “Looking for Bones: No More hound-dog Relationships” and 13-week session: “Coming to Ground: Women’s Empowerment Circle”
CURRICULAM KITS 
• In My Own Backyard: 4th Grade Inspiration and Test Empowerment. 
• Not on My Bridge: Assertive Tips to Deal with Bullies and Intimidators.
 In planning stage: Fact of Fantasy: Video Exercise to Improve Reading Skills 

AUDIO BOOKS OF POETRY 

Ready for recording:

· Snapshots: Moments in Recovery

· Manuscripts ready to revise for recording:
Beyond the Mirror: Perceptions of a Woman 
Moonbeams: A Peek at Feminine Energies 

· Draft for audio book #4, Love Knots: Tangles in Relationships 
Additional Manuscripts nearing completion: 

· “Under the Basket: Finding Feminine Soul” 

· “Sweeping Cobwebs off the Moon: A Book of Poetry” 

· “Cult-Life Memoirs: Grace in Uncommon Places” 

· “Ewe’s Sheep Too: Retrieving Feminine Voice” 

· “Lit from within: daily candlepower for feminine soul.” 

· Screen play, draft is finished and I have started writing the script and the music compiled for the sound track: “The Climate of the Country” based on a novel of the same name, by Marnie Mueller: 
My TV. Blip: “Can a pacifist really make a difference by working in a secret concentration camp--for Japanese-Americans being held incommunicado on American soil—during World War II, with himself married to a Jewish woman? What happens when racism and national security begin to affect the climate of the country? Based on a novel and true life story of the same name, history tries to repeat itself. 

VOLUNTEER TRAINING 
To participate and conduct workshops through non-profit organizations like: 
“Truth be Told” and “Talk to Me” programs in women’s prison units. 
Reader for the Blind and Dyslexic Center of Texas, Austin, Texas. 







PROFESSIONAL MEMBERSHIPS 
• Association with and past member of Texas Writers League 
• Association with members of Nation Speakers Association, HOT Chapter 
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